
Vinny’s Kids, Inc. 
was founded in 2004 
by Vinny Cherry, 
then 14 years old, to 
provide sick children 
with entertainment 
during their hospital 
stay. Inspired by his 
own experience while 
hospitalized at age 7, 

Vinny hoped to make the experience less stressful 
for young patients.

The program initially outfitted a Vinny’s Kids 
Activities Room at the Harrisburg Hospital pediatric 
unit.  

Since then, Vinny’s Kids has expanded its outreach 
to other organizations for children facing chronic 
or life-threatening illnesses, other hospital-based 
pediatric programs and special needs programs. 
Other recipients include Camp Victory, a network of 
camps for children with specialized medical needs, 
Camp Echo and Camp STAR, all of which draw 
chronically ill children from the Central Pennsylvania 
area. Outreach has continued with the recent 
establishment of a Vinny’s Kids Activities Room at 
the Penn State Hershey Rehabilitation Hospital.

The VK5K was created to support and raise 
awareness of Vinny’s Kids, Inc.’s programs. 

v i n n y ’ s  k i d s ,  i n c .

To create positive memories for hospitalized 
and chronically ill children as well as those with 
disabling conditions by providing appropriate 
entertainment to enhance and enrich their lives. 
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o U r  M i s s i o n 

T iTLE sponsor

GoLd sponsors

clarfeld Financial        Metro Bank

siLvEr sponsors
Fulton Bank           Mancke, Wagner & spreha 

Gover & perry LLc         Tremendous Life Books

BronZE sponsors 
Alex r. szeles, inc.       curcillo Law LLc
Enders insurance        Hilton Harrisburg

Handler Henning & rosenberg, LLp
Law Offices of Howett, Kissinger & Holst, P.C.
schmidt kramer pc           Tuscano ristorante 

W. r. Grace property rentals

rAcE dAy sponsors
Arooga’s       starbucks

Bimbo Bakeries UsA      Wilsbach distributors
Hoss’s steak and sea House - Hummelstown

karns Quality Foods       perkins

Sponsor list is current at time of printing.

On the occasion of the 6th anniversary of the VK5K, I thank the 
many loyal sponsors, donors, participants and volunteers who 
have given Vinny’s Kids, Inc. the opportunity to provide fun and 
smiles to thousands of sick children.

Funds raised through the VK5K enable Vinny's Kids, Inc. to be a 
major donor to several programs that serve Central Pennsylvania 
children. Here are some of the ways that VKI has helped our 
beloved kids since 2004:
•	 In	2004,	established	the	first	Vinny’s	Kids	Activities	Room	

at Pinnacle Health's Harrisburg Hospital pediatric unit.
•	 Provides camping gear, swimming equipment, life jackets, 

climbing wall footholds and helmets, bike helmets, archery 
equipment, movies, books, games, puzzles and many 
other items for Camp Victory.

•	 Sponsors annually the cost of an arts and crafts director 
for Camp Victory.

•	 Provides arts and crafts items, games, prizes and banquet 
fun for Camp Echo.

•	 Pays camp tuition for Central Pennsylvania campers at 
various camps for medically compromised children.

•	 Camp Star campers received bike helmets, t-shirts, camp 
survival goodie bags, snack bags and prizes for games 
and sporting competitions.

•	 In	December	2011,	established	a	Vinny’s	Kids	Activities	
Room	at	the	Penn	State	Hershey	Rehabilitation	Hospital.

All	donations	to	Vinny's	Kids,	Inc.	remain	in	Central	Pennsylvania	
to	benefit	our	local	children,	and	every	dollar	contributed	is	spent	
directly on the kids. Because Vinny’s Kids is a private charity that 
operates strictly through volunteer efforts, there are no administra-
tive costs, overhead or salaries.

I am grateful for the ongoing support of the local business com-
munity and the many, many community organizations who support 
Vinny’s Kids throughout the year.  

I continue to be inspired by the wonderful people who contribute 
in any way, and pledge to do my best to make a difference in the 
lives of children facing challenging illnesses. I appreciate your 
support of the VK5K and Vinny’s Kids, Inc. Thank you for helping 
me achieve my goals.

All proceeds benefit Vinny’s Kids, inc.,
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit chArity.

City Island  
hArrisburg, pA
10 a.m.

6th
Annual!

register online todAy At:
www.vinnyskids.org

Sunday

20 13March 17

pLATinUM sponsor

christopher  
Marzzacco, Esq. 

and family
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EArLy EnTry
(postmarked by March 1, 2013)

$10 for participants 18 & under 
$20 for Adults

LATE EnTry
(postmarked after March 1, 2013, and race day)

$15 for participants 18 & under
$25 for Adults

rAcE dAy rEGisTrATion  
And pAckET pickUp
Race day registration and packet pickup begins 
at 8:30 a.m. at the City Island Carousel Pavilion. 
The race starts promptly at 10 a.m. in front of the  
Carousel Pavilion.

only those registered by midnight on March 1 
will receive a race shirt.

The VK5K is a rain, snow or shine event.   
Sorry, no refunds.

The flat, fast VK5K course starts and finishes on 
City Island. Race timing provided by Pretzel City 
Sports.

Post-race food and refreshments, available in the 
Carousel Pavilion, will be provided by Aroogas, 
Karns Quality Foods, Starbucks, Hoss’s Steak and 
Sea House - Hummelstown, Perkins, Wilsbach 
Distributors and Bimbo Bakeries USA.

 

r E G i s T r AT i o n A W A r d s

T H E        c o U r s E

r E F r E s H M E n T s

Celebrity guest Dennis Owens, abc27 anchor, will 
emcee the start of the race.

Prize money will be awarded to the top three overall 
male and female finishers and the top overall male 
and female masters.

First place $100
second place $50
Third place $25
Masters $50
(Prizes do not overlap. You must be  
present to collect your prize.)

AGE GroUps
Prizes will be awarded to the top three male and 
female age group finishers. No duplicate awards. 
Age group categories are as follows:

14 & under 20-29 40-49 60 & over
15-19 30-39 50-59 

door priZEs 
A random door prize drawing will follow the awards 
ceremony. You must be present to win.

 
 
Complete results will be posted on www.vinnyskids.
org and www.pretzelcitysports.com within 24 to 48 
hours.

Insurance Provided by Road Runner Clubs of 
America.
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